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I hope everyone is still feeling as optimistic as I am! We are well into the first 100
days of the Trump administration and I am really happy with the work the President is
doing. No one said it would be easy and there are certainly a lot of people who are
not happy with our Nation’s new direction. Please keep praying for the President,
Congress and those in the Administration who are trying to fix the mess we are
in. Being President is a difficult job.
While being President is a high profile position and one that receives much criticism,
our First Lady has certainly been on the receiving end of more than her fair share of
criticism. One of our chapter members suggested that we show some appreciation
and support for our new First Lady Melania Trump by sending her and the President
support via letters. Sadly, Melania Trump took a lot of heat when she led the Lord’s
Prayer at the rally in Florida and her critics are on the attack. If you would like to encourage and support the President and the First Lady – we have included information
on how to do so further in the newsletter. We are so accustomed to writing and calling to complain. Let’s show them our appreciation and gratitude as well!
Legislative Days was a great success and we had the most members attend from any
club! We learned so much from the speakers on many different issues. We hope to
have some of those same speakers come and speak to our club in the near future. Our
local state legislative delegation was very supportive of our trip and almost all stopped
by to say hello and visit with us. We are fortunate to have such an accessible delegation. We have included several pictures of our trip in the newsletter.

I want to thank Fred & Gail Segrest for suggesting the Book Swap we had last
month. It was so successful, I think we will try it again later in the year. Thanks to
those who participated. We hope to see you at our meeting on March 7. Please invite
a friend to come with you! ~

Tiffany
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You are Invited to...
Republican Women of Huntsville
Monthly Lunch Meeting
Tuesday, March 7, 2017
The Ledges Club House ~ 32 Castle Down Drive SE
11:00 am Social
11:30 am Luncheon/Business
Pan seared chicken breast with creamy Allen Brother's grits, tiny green beans & buerre blanc
with pecan pie for dessert
12:00 Speaker

K. Carl Smith
Frederick Douglass Republicans

RSVP to RWHReservations@gmail.com
with your response of
Yes, No, Chair, or Drink Only
Cost for Lunch: $20
Sitting in Side Chairs and drinking water/tea/coffee: $4.00
Sitting in Side Chairs and not eating: No Cost
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Guest Column

by Senator Bill Holtzclaw

As we closed out the third week I'm happy to report that in general this legislative
session is moving along quite well. There is very little drama/conflict between or
within any party in the Senate. We seem to all be on the same page...for now. I
remain optimistic that we'll continue in that form for the days ahead.
I will admit that the impeachment process has began to suck most of the air out of
the building. Some interesting updates on that from this week. With renewed interest (pressure?) for the House Impeachment Committee to resume their work,
additional experts are studying/interpreting existing law regarding the impeachment process. Remember - Alabama has never impeached a Governor. As most
readers know I'm not a lawyer and have very limited interaction with the legal process - a good thing I believe as we need the "common man's (and woman's) viewpoint in lawmaking...at times common sense is not very common in lawmaking!
However, back to the topic, we are now told that if/when the House votes on Articles of Impeachment, and the simple majority of the 105 members vote in favor
of the Articles, the Governor is immediately removed from office. The Lt. Governor will immediately assume the office of Governor. This could happen in a week
or a month. The ball has been and remains in the House of Representatives
court.

Excerpts from “Bill’s Blog” by
Senator Bill Holtzclaw
(Entire blog can be read at
http://www.district2.us/billsblog.html)

Should/If/When the House votes to impeach the Governor, the Senate will then
form as a Jury with the Supreme Court Chief Justice presiding over the formal impeachment hearings. A group from the Senate was appointed last week to begin
formalizing the rules for this process that the entire Senate will vote to approve.
Again, we are breaking new ground here...Alabama has never impeached a Governor.

Tuesday's SOC included 10 bills; I'll highlight actions on a couple of them
below.
SB153 is a remake of a bill that we saw last year. Most of us refer to it as the Longitudinal Data Bill. Opposition remains strong for this legislation which attempts to
collect data on students from Pre-K through 12th grade, into Community College/
University and then the workforce. Simply put I think we are going about this the
wrong way - we need to invert the proposed format and rather than government
collecting data to share with industry to drive education we need education to better interact with industry to ensure we are educating students in accordance with
the evolving needs of the real world. The bill failed to achieve enough votes to
pass the procedural Budget Isolation Resolution (A BIR vote is required for each
bill brought before the body until the budgets are passed by both the House and
Senate. The BIR was incorporated as a Constitutional Amendment in 1981 and is
intended to force the legislature to give the budgets priority...it really doesn't work
that way but that would be a whole blog unto-itself!). We will likely see another
push for this bill in the coming days.
SB2 further defines in Alabama law that a county or municipality cannot add taxes
to firearms, ammunition or ammunition accessories other than what is allowed for
normal sales tax. This concern has come about due to some cities nationally attempting to impose gun restrictions through adding special taxes on-top-of sales
tax for ammunition and firearms. While I normally vote against any legislation
which restricts local elected bodies (city councils/county commissions) from acting
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Guest Column

by Senator Bill Holtzclaw

(Continued from previous page)…
...on behalf of their constituency, this is an exception as it impacts 2nd Amendment Rights.
With exception to the last bill listed on the SOC, SB154, all other bills were passed by the Senate. I supported each of
them. SB154 deals with adding Fentanyl and similar drugs to the controlled substances list. This bill was "Carried Over"
as a member wished to further review some of the language in the legislation.
Thursday's SOC included 10 items; I'll highlight a couple of actions on them below.
SB16 abolishing the current judicial override of a jury's verdict by a judge for life in prison vs. the death penalty has
passed the Senate. Alabama is the only state that allows this and obviously needs to be repealed. This article provides
a great overview of the law if you'd like to read more.
Both SB93, SB84 and SB136 were all Carried Over due to members concerns. SB93 would prohibit the legislature or
local governing body from naming a building or road after an elected official while they are still in office. It never really
became clear to me why some members opposed the bill during debate. I support the bill but admit that I fail to see this
as a pressing issue to be addressed at this time. SB94 deals with an existing Parking Deck Authority law that allows the
state to build parking decks around the State House and Capitol. I have some concerns with borrowing money AND
relying on Federal Funds paid to various agencies that supposedly would offset cost for the project (federal funds - in
part or whole - may not be there in the coming days yet the costs will remain). I am interested in the proposal as parking for constituents is something I'd like to see. There would be a charge - similar to airport parking I'm told. I'll continue
to provide updates as debate continues. SB136 regarding Insurance was carried over to allow for clarification on language in the bill.
I supported the remaining bills on the Thursday's SOC.
In other work, I was able to move four bills out of committee this week. SB96 relating to DHR verifying if a child abuse/
neglect case is a military dependent unanimously passed the House Veterans Affairs Committee and is now in position
to go before the House for final passage. As discussed in earlier blogs posts, I am sponsoring a group of bills for the
Military Stability Commission and Department of Defense. Three of these passed the Senate Veterans and Military Affairs Committee - SB203 ensures military recruiters receive the same level of access as colleges and universities in
our high schools. SB204 conforms the Alabama code of Military Justice to the Federal UCMJ. Recent changes to the
UCMJ with sexual assault and other areas have prompted changes to state law. Finally, SB218 formalizing a process
for communities adjacent to military installations around the state to use joint funds for infrastructure.

Guest Column
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by Senator Paul Sanford

Given the new name sake of the formerly named Longitudinal Data Bill one
question comes to mind:
What Question does this bill really “Answer”?
Please understand this Bill is predominantly about gathering data about children starting at the age of Four (4), not about workforce information. Literally,
massive amounts of data about your children and grandchildren will be gathered for at least two decades. That is right, two decades of gathering information that our State Government claims will not be personally identifiable.
Governor Bentley has already issued an executive order that unfortunately
allows the gathering of this data, so why is this bill needed?
SIMPLE: permanent funding.
The Governor’s staff will hide behind the phrase ”but what if the next Governor
wants to cancel the EO issued by Governor Bentley”, I say great. The Governor’s staff also says, “ there is possibly $12 million in Federal Funding that we
might receive in order to implement this program.” Wait, funding to implement
Senate Bill 153 has More Questions the program? That is correct, funding is needed to really kick-start the data
than the name “ANSWERS”
collection system. But before this is implemented you might want to ask yourAlabama Network of Statewide
self a few questions to frame the actual scope of this data collection and how it
Workforce and 12 Education-Related might be used.
Statistics (ANSWERS)

by Senator Paul Sanford (Huntsville)

1) What types of decision will the Government make with this data? They will
not clearly state the intended use.
2) What types of questions will they ask the massive amount of gathered data? They will not clearly state that either.
3) Why do we need data that is intended to help industry workforce needs be
gathered on children that cannot enter the workforce?
4) Why is industry not communicating better with the education system to
identify foreseeable needs on the coming horizon for each industry?
5) How will the use of data that would be compiled, stored, and analyzed
over a two decade period change with time?
6) Is simply the enrollment into a public school system reason enough to have
this data collected? Private schools and Homeschoolers will not be forced to
offer data, yet.
7) Maybe this should be an “Opt In” program versus a mandate if it is a program at all?
8) What are the data points they will collect?
9) How will the Government gather “unidentifiable” data while following a child
from school to school to school and into the Workforce? There has to be individual identifiers to connect the subjects as they grow.
Please know I have asked each of these questions for over 12 months and
have not received one answer in writing from the current administration.
Why would the Republican ProTem of the Senate (previous bill sponsor) ask a
Democrat to carry the Bill this year?
Are you comfortable or not with this bill? Let your Legislator know where you
stand.
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Board Member Spotlight—Dottie

Madison

Dorothy Madison, or as we know her, Dottie, serves as the Republican Women of Huntsville’s 1st
Vice President. Dottie is originally from Atlanta, Georgia and came to Huntsville in 1968 by way of
South Bend, Indiana. It was growing up in Georgia where she originally became interested in politics
and remembers how excited she was to be able to vote in her first Presidential election after turning
18. It was about ten years ago that Dottie recalls becoming active as a Republican Woman in the
local area. She started her membership with the club when the meetings were still held at the Valley
Hill Country Club and Frances Taylor was the President of the club.
Advice that Dottie would like to share with new members and younger members is to, “become active right away. We always need workers.” Dottie is very proud of the Republican Women of Huntsville club; “Having visited four different Republican Women’s clubs in north Alabama, I can honestly
say that ours is the best!”
When Dottie is not serving in a volunteer role with the club, she is very interested in music and sings
with her church choir. She is season ticket holder for the Huntsville Symphony and loves to attend!
Throughout her life, some of her passions have been horseback riding (English saddle) and golfing
with her husband.
Dotti has two favorite quotes that are also great words to live by.
“Life isn’t about how to survive the storm, but how to dance in the rain” —Anonymous.
“The happiest people don’t always have the best of everything, they just make the best of everything
they have” —Anonymous.
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Welcome New Members!
Rebecca DeArmond

Jennifer Robinson

Karol Kapustka

Angie Sandritter

Surinda Reddy

Announcements
1. Pay your dues! Please help us reach 100% of all dues collected by
the end of March!
2. Volunteers are needed! Help Needed to Chair Committee for Wounded Warrior Gift
Bags. We have agreed to be in charge of the Welcome Bags for the Wounded Warriors that come
to our city around Veteran’s Day every year. This will not involve fundraising. It is mostly collecting
items that people have volunteered to donate every year. There will be plenty of guidance for this,
but we are looking for someone to take charge of this committee. Please let Tiffany know if you are
interested in serving. This is a great way to honor a soldier.

3. Volunteer hours needed. Please help us calculate the volunteer hours from our club.
Please add up the hours you have worked on Republican campaign efforts or volunteering with our
club. You can include transportation time to and from your volunteering. You can not include our
actual club meeting or any fundraiser that you paid to attend. When you have calculated your
hours, please email them to Dottie Madison at dottie@dottiemadison.com. These hours get turned
in to the NFRW and help us with our Award status.
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show some love!
If you are interested in contacting President or First Lady Trump to
show your support for all they are doing, please follow the
directions below.
To Call the President you can leave comments at the numbers below:
Comments: 202-456-1111

Switchboard: 202-456-1414
TTY/TTD
Comments: 202-456-6213
Visitor’s Office: 202-456-2121

To email the President or First Lady:
Visit, www.whitehouse.gov/contact. From this site you will be directed to an email page.

To mail a letter or card to the President or First Lady:
Per Whitehouse requested guidelines, please consider typing your letter on 8 1/2 x11 inch paper. If you hand-write your letter, please consider using a pen and writing as neatly as possible.
Include your return address on your letter as well as on the envelope. If you have an email address, include that in your letter as well. All letters can be directed to:
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500
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Legislative Days
2017

Republican Women of Huntsville visiting the State House

Senator Steve Livingston, Rep. Jim Patterson and Senator Bill Holtzclaw all attended
the Camellia Club reception
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Legislative Days
2017

Rep. Mike Ball, Judge Linda Coats and Tiffany Noel

We were honored that Speaker Mac McCutcheon stopped by to say hello. Pictured with Glenda Reitzell and Jodi Stephens.
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Legislative Days
2017

A big thank you to Rep. Ritchie Whorton who attended the dinner as
our guest.

State Party Chairman Terry Lathan, with RWH President Tiffany Noel and
Greater Birmingham Republican Women President Britney Garner
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Legislative Days 2017

Our dinner group with AFRW President Frances Taylor

Tiffany Noel, Justice Glenn Murdock, Jeanette Balch and Frances Taylor
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Legislative Days 2017

Tiffany Noel and Jeanette Balch with the guest speaker
– former Mayor of Shiloh, Israel – David Rubin.

We had a great time at Legislative Days 2017 and certainly hope that you can join us next year! We would
love to have you attend!
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A little humor for your day….

